Introduction
There has been a growing attention on the need to take into account the effects of global climate change. This is particularly so with respect to the increasing amount of green house gas emissions from the Untied States and Europe affecting poor peoples, especially those in developing countries.
In 2003, for example, the experts of several international development agencies, including the World Bank, prepared a special report titled "Poverty and Climate Change:
Reducing the Vulnerability of the Poor through Adaptation" (OECD 2003) . This report followed the Eighth Session of the Conference of Parties (COP8) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in New Delhi, India in October 2002. It showed that poverty reduction is not only one of the major challenges of the 21 st century, but also that climate change is taking place in many developing countries and is increasingly affecting, in a negative fashion, both the economic conditions and the health of poor people and their communities.
The "Poverty and Climate Change" report by the OECD (2003) notes that, in order to deal with the effects of climate change on poor people and their communities, it is necessary to create and strengthen several climate change adaptation efforts that have a significant and concurrent effect on both poverty reduction and sustainable development. Further, this report also suggests that progress in such adaptation efforts necessarily requires provision of "improved governance" and "empowerment of communities" so "they can participate in assessments and feed in their knowledge to provide useful climate poverty information" (2003, XI) . Finally, the report also states that to empower such poor communities "they will also need full access to climate relevant information systems" (2003, XI) .
It is also interesting to note that along with this report on "Poverty and Climate Change,"
there was also a very important statement by Indigenous peoples from around the world, who held a special Indigenous Peoples Caucus at the COP8. This "Indigenous Peoples Statement" stated that "We consider that our Mother Earth is sacred… [and] it must be honored, protected, and loved" (UN 2002, 1) . It also affirmed that "this special relationship to Mother Earth binds us to conserve the biodiversity for the survival of the present and future generations" (UN 2002, 1 With respect to the Amazon region of South America, the Oxford University report notes that if climate change continues at its current pace, there may be an overall decrease in rainfall of 20 percent or more in this region. Additionally, the report also observes that "the effects of climate change on the Amazon forest are exacerbated by deforestation and forest fragmentation which in turn releases more carbon into the atmosphere and creates yet more climate change" We human beings who walk about on Mother Earth must remember that our survival depends on our humility, depends on our ability to express our love for Her, and to do everything in our power so that our future generations will enjoy the benefits of this wonderful Earth. (Cook Barreiro 2007) And, in her conclusion, she stated, "Our mother the earth, it must be that we defend her" (2007 We agree with the broad consensus of our most respected international climate scientists that global warming is upon us, and it is destabilizing the natural rhythms of Mother Earth. We also agree with the broad scientific consensus that human activity, including deforestation and greenhouse gas emissions, is a primary cause. For these reasons, we call upon all the peoples of the world to awaken and respond to our collective human responsibility to the seventh generation. Ours is a call for consciousness. Each of us is part of the sacred service of life, [and the] Earth is our mother and we must care for her.
(Mann 2007)

UN Reponses to the Rights, Needs, and Knowledge of Indigenous Peoples in Response to
Climate Change
It is interesting to note that a few weeks after the NMAI "Mother Earth" event in It is also important to note that Indigenous peoples were not only marginalized from the discussions at the Bali conference, but also there was no mention of the rights, needs, and knowledge of Indigenous peoples in the large number of UNFCCC documents prepared on climate change prior to the conference. This latter point is particularly problematic given the fact, as mentioned above, that Indigenous peoples, especially in developing countries but also in the Arctic regions of the United States, Canada, Greenland, and parts of northern Europe, are suffering most from climate change.
Many Indigenous peoples, including those who formed part of the Indigenous delegation at the Bali Conference, were concerned that some of the climate mitigation projects being promoted by the UNFCCC might negatively affect the traditional lands and territories where they live. In fact, by shutting the Indigenous peoples out of the climate change negotiations, the Indigenous delegates at the Bali Conference felt that some of the modes of reducing carbon emissions from deforestation in developing countries could lead to the involuntary relocation of Indigenous peoples and some of them could even be killed (Peterman 2008 ). Based upon the lack of focus on the rights, needs, and knowledge of Indigenous peoples, especially in relation to the lands and territories in which they live and the future of their existence, in the resource and project recommendations resulting from the Bali Conference, there remains a significant need for both international development agencies and state governments to take into account the role of Indigenous peoples in climate change. These needs are being considered at various fora; for example, the "Social Development and Climate Change 
